
FOCUS ON JUSTICE
CSJ Center for Reconciliation and Justice

Whether it is migration, the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on communities of color, sustainable 
development, or programs that are having a healing 
impact on incarcerated people, the 2022 CSJ Center 
Symposium once again provided a window on the most 
pressing social and ethical issues while also engaging 
the artistic world. Under the theme, “Faces of Justice: 
Transforming Thought, Transforming Action,” the 
Symposium was a successful combination of these two 
key elements: bringing together subject matter experts 
with those who are on the frontlines of pressing issues, 

and employing the dramatic, visual, and musical arts to 
both broaden and deepen perspectives on those same 
issues.  

The Symposium was held Jan. 31 – Feb. 3, 2022 and 
was sponsored by the CSJ Center for Reconciliation and 
Justice at Loyola Marymount University; because it was 
held online, the recordings of all the sessions are available 
on the Center’s website.  Here are some highlights:

The Symposium opened with a celebration of the arts, 
understood as human creativity in social transformation, 
including a virtual tour of “June Edmonds:  Full 
Spectrum,” in the LMU Laband Art Gallery and three 
selections by the LMU Choir, directed by Todd Harper. 
Laband Gallery Director Karen Rapp noted that for over 
40 years June Edmonds “has promoted truth, beauty 
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and justice in her artwork.” 
The session, “Compassion 

Knows No Borders” sought to 
provide clarity on why, more than 
a year after one U.S. administration 
ended and another began, so little 
progress has been made to protect 
the rights of asylum seekers. Troy 
Elder, an immigration attorney 
with the Episcopal Diocese of San 
Diego explained that policies from 
the previous administration such 
as Remain in Mexico and Title 42 
Covid protocols are still in place, 
but even before they were in place 
the backlog of asylum cases in the 
courts has created a situation in 
which cases drag on for years. The 
session also featured testimony 
from Gustavo Sermeño, a U.S. 
Asylum Seeker who fled the violence 
of gangs in his native El Salvador; 
he resides in Portland, Oregon as he 
awaits the processing of his request 
for asylum.

LMU Prof. Cheryl Grills 
presented “COVID-19’s Impact on 
Communities of Color,” a session 
that explored the key findings from 
a National Study for Congressional 
Caucuses of Color.  Prof. Grills was 
part of a team of social scientists 
gathered by The Alliance of 
National Psychological Associations 
for Racial and Ethnic Equity (The 

Alliance) that answered the call from 
key Members of Congress for solid 
data on ethnic disparities in access 
to health care during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In the session, “Goods 
Movement, Sustainable Freight 
and Environmental Justice,” Prof. 
Jeff Thies brought together Jerilyn 
Lopez Mendoza and David Pettit; 
Ms. Lopez Mendoza is the former 
Los Angeles Harbor Commissioner 
who, 2005-2009, implemented a 
first of its kind clean air plan for the 
Port of Los Angeles, which included 
the Clean Truck Program. David 
Pettit is a senior attorney at the 
Natural Resources Defense Council; 
for years he has litigated cases on 
behalf of environmental justice 
organizations. Their presentations 
showcased the history of how 
bringing environmental concerns 
to bear on the transport of goods 
can increase both quality of life and 
productivity.

The Symposium also provided 
important moments of interaction 
with the cinematic arts. A special 
presentation of Holding Still, a 
short documentary film on the 
Prison Contemplative Fellowship, 
brought testimony from men who 
were formerly incarcerated at 
Folsom State Prison who learned 

to practice Centering Prayer during 
their incarcerations. Mr. Artist Knox 
spoke about the day he first joined 
the group: “I was in the yard and I 
saw this group of guys walk into the 
Greystone Chapel, so I also went in. 
Outside in the yard was chaos, and 
inside the chapel was peace, and I 
decided right there that was where 
I wanted to be.”   Centering Prayer 
is a practice of learning to tolerate 
one’s thoughts, memories, and 
feelings—frequently experienced 
strongly—in order to experience 
the presence of God in silence. 
Many report that the silence is what 
allows past traumas and current 
anxieties to heal. In addition to the 
testimonies of formerly incarcerated 
men, the session also included the 
two filmmakers, Mary Trunk and Ray 
Leonardini.

At the Symposium inauguration 
on Jan. 31, CSJ Center Director Sister 
Judith Royer took note of “. . . the 
rise of grassroots and individual 
and group generosity and creativity 
in addressing current needs.”  In 
that way she summarized perhaps 
the most important function of the 
Symposium—pointing to resilience 
amid the formidable challenges 
society faces.
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For the past two years, I have 
been lucky enough to serve as 
a research assistant for the CSJ 
Center and help facilitate programs 
like the annual symposium. I was 
particularly impressed with this 
year’s symposium and the diverse 
topics it covered, from sustainability 
and climate justice to the impact 
of the pandemic on communities 
of color and mental health. I 
learned something different from  
each session and found myself 
pondering the topics long after we 
had finished the presentations.

Having worked with the CSJ 
Center since 2020, I have seen 
firsthand how it has adapted 
to the everchanging conditions 

of the pandemic. Our ability to 
communicate, tell stories and foster 
conversations through an online 
format has grown tremendously, 
and allowed for exciting new 
opportunities. I have been amazed 
on multiple occasions by the 
resilience of this Community and its 
determination to stay connected and 
remain steadfast in the promotion of 
justice no matter the circumstances. 
This year’s symposium was an 
excellent example of that. 

One session that was particularly 
special to me was the presentation 
of Paths and Moments. Over 
the years I have watched the 
relationship between Providence 
St. Joseph’s Mission Leadership 

Institute (PSJ) and the CSJ Center 
grow. As a junior, I was enrolled in 
the Voices of Justice class that first 
collaborated with PSJ to create a 
theatrical piece highlighting the 
stories of frontline workers. The 
process of creating that piece was 
illuminating and rewarding to me 
in many ways. Now, as a graduating 
senior, I was able to contribute to the 
creation of Paths and Moments; a 
production featuring the incredible 
journey of three mission leaders 
within Providence St. Joseph Health 
-Theresa Bervell, John Kleiderer, and 
Rosanne Ponzetti. 

In Retrospect 
by Eva Peterson ’22, Research Assistant at the CSJ Center for 
Reconciliation and Justice

From left to right, top to bottom: Judith Royer, CSJ, Bonnie Banfield, Jane Delisle, CSJ, Sharon Becker, CSJ, Martin Schreiber, Rosanne Ponzetti, ValLimar Jansen, Nancy Jordan, 

John Kleiderer, Doris Baizley, Mary O’Malley, Kathleen Marie Pughe, Theresa Bervell, and Beth Ruscio, Special Presentation of Paths and Moments



TRHT IN RESIDENCE AT THE 
CSJ CENTER: Summer ’21, at the 
invitation and under the leadership 
of Jennifer Abe and John Sebastian, 
around a dozen of us from LMU 
attended the Association of 
American Colleges and Universities 
(AAC&U) annual Institute on Truth, 
Racial Healing and Transformation 
(TRHT) Campus Centers. Those of 
us invited were from areas/centers 
on campus whose vision and goals 
aligned in some significant way 
with the University’s concerns 
about individual and/or institutional 
racism and how to address these. 
Following LMU’s participation in 
the TRHT Institute, the LMU TRHT 
Center Alliance was established 
in October ‘21, with Ariane White, 
Ed.D. appointed inaugural Director. 
The official launch for the campus 

share space during the inaugural 
year with Ariane and the Alliance 
in the CSJ Center for Reconciliation 
and Justice, University Hall 2000. 
One good thing did emerge from 
our experience with Covid. Finding 
alternate ways of meeting and 
working remotely helped us discover 
more options and greater flexibility 
for use of the Center space, making 
it possible to partner with the LMU 
TRHT Alliance. 

In keeping with our commitment 
at the CSJ Center to engage in 
meaningful dialogue, we are able to 
support the values, goals, and work 
of LMU TRHT Center Alliance in 
additional ways. Sr. MaryAnne and 
Sr. Judith are both members of the 
Advisory Council and Sr. MaryAnne is 
actively engaged in LAWS and Story 
Circles. Both Judith and MaryAnne 
plan to join the LMU contingency 
at the TRHT Summer ’22 Institute. 
We look forward to continuing and, 
hopefully, expanding our support 
and contributions to the Alliance. 

We warmly welcome Director 
Ariane White and appreciate the 
opportunity this collaboration gives 
us to participate in the work of the 
LMU TRHT Center Alliance. 

occurred in February ’22.
The LMU TRHT Center Alliance 

website describes the goals and 
values of the Alliance as providing: 
“a hub for campus and community 
partners to transform the culture and 
climate of institutions by catalyzing 
equitable, reciprocal, and authentic 
relationships through Ignatian 
reflection, intergroup dialogue and 
RX Racial Healing circles, which we 
call Story Circles.”

“This Story Circle practice has 
the potential to...connect across lines 
of difference…. This relational work 
serves as an essential foundation 
for more sweeping institutional and 
systemic change, as it is through 
these relationships that we come to 
understand the impact of systems 
on real people and can develop a 
shared understanding of what needs 
to change and how to make that 
happen.” (Ariane White, Director) 
According to White: “The Story 
Circle practice is one strategy among 
the myriad ways of operationalizing 
LMU’s commitment to equity.” 

In order to assist the new 
TRHT Center Alliance to begin its 
important work of racial healing 
and relationship building at LMU, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph offered to 

Message From The Director
by Judith Royer, CSJ, Ph.D. 
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